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CERTIFICATION Members will be glad to know that an enabling act 

to set up certification requirements in British 
Columbia has just beén passed. A full account of this amendment to 
the Public Libraries Act will be found in this bulletin, in the report 
of the Legislation Committee. Miss Hotson and the committee are to be 
congratulated on their good work. 








AFFILIATION WITH The Committee on Labour Affiliation met on February 
LABOUR 19th and prepared the following preliminary report 
for presentation in the Bulletin: 





It should be borne in mind that the question under 
discussion is not that of library unionization, but of affiliation. 
Unionization would involve more active participation in collective 
bargaining and other labour negotiation. Affiliation embraces recog~ 
nition of the fact that librarians and lebour have something in common 
and can work together for the benefit of each other. 


Affiliation would entitle us to representation at 
the national conventions of labour organizations and would assure us 
of full support from its local bodies. It would at the same time give 
labour erganizations the right to send delegates to the annual meetings 
of the B.C,L.A. In the case of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, affilia- 
tion has tesulted in the setting-up of a Labour Relations Committee. 


Some Points in Favour 





le ; Labour and professionals both need organization in 
order to attain their objectives in opposition to groups that 
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preach "economy" at the expense of cssential services and a decent 
living for all. Especially is this true of librarians who are 
public servants in a field that is non-profit-producing, and who 
are therefore particularly vulnerable to attacks by the stalwarts 
of'economy at any price." 


Unions have been the organized groups in the comunity 
that have fought most consistently and hardest for public schools, 
social security, old age pensions, child welfare and all progressive 
measures to which intelligent people subseribe. It is reasonable 
to assume that they would give similar support to a programme of 
library development. 


Closer association with labour would give librarians a 
better understanding of labour, of its difficulties and its aspira- 
tions. Librarians come, to a very large cxtent, from comfortable 
middle class homes, and it is relatively difficult for them to 
visualize the living conditions of the working class, and to 
appreciate fully labour's peint of view. Closer association with 
labour should serve as an antidote to a cortain professional alogf- 
ness that is too commonly a. barricr between librarians and large 
sections of the people whom they serve. — 


Conversely, affiliation and the contacts in which it 
presumably would result would give librarians e botter opportunity 
to acquaint labour with the character and importance of library 
services at present available and of the pressing need for the 
expansion of library facilities. Librarians have commonly reccived 
very good cooperation from labour, but collaboration with a declared 
partner would be a much stronger basis. 


_ The tendency would sevum to be towards a closer association 
between professional groups and organized labour, both on this con- 
tinent and in Europe. Actors, artists, newspaper men and womon, 
engineers, internes, laboratory technicians, social workers, 
architects and teachers are all part of labour organizations. On 
this continent it has been a growing movement. for the past sixty 
years. 

Some Points Against 
Affiliation would be a definite departure from the tra- 
ditional conception of profvwssionalism, and to this extent would be 
counter to the move towards the recognition of librarianship as a 
profession, which has been an objective of librarians for many years. 


Although the Trades and Labour Congress 6f Canada is 
‘traditionally opposed to political affiliation, there would scem to 
be a tendency for organized labour to participate more directly in 
politics than horetofore. Since the vast majority of librarians are 
public servants and most librarics are supported by public funds, 
affiliation might well cause difficulties. The repercussions would 
probably be most scrious in the case of the small libraries, and 
in particular in the case of the union library districts. 
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Se It is open to question whether affiliation woulc enable 
the relatively fow librarians in 5, C. to impress their point of 
vicw upon the large mumbership of the labour unions in any way 
that would make a material difference to their own movument. Many 
Claims of the kind have boven nade, but in every instance cited the 
librarians’ organizations hive been unionized, and it remains to be 

secon whether the alleged benefits of affiliation would matvrialize. 
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Cost Affiliation with the Trades and Labour Congress of Canada 
would cost 18 cents per member per year; with the Canadian Congress 
of Labour about’10 cents por member per year. 








Strikes Neither the’ Trades and Labour Congress of Canada, nor the 
Canadian Congress of Labour recommends a general strike policy, 
nor can either call out or assess an affiliated body for such a 
purpose. 


Committee: 


Hutchison 
We K. Lamb 
C, worison 
z, Tufts 
licAfee, Chairman. 
























FRIENDS OF An interesting quotation is given below from a letter of 
TH LIBRARY a coumittee member, ir. Carrick, written early in December: 
. COMMITTEE 





"Right now, I am in the midst of a very practical demon- 
stration of the worthwhileness of a Friends of the Library group. This 
term Friends of the Library is not used in the Fraser Valley. But whether 
by this name or not, the functions of these groups are the same here as 
elsewhere. 

"Throughout the library system, it is my endeavor to keep 
a nucleus of a library committee tegether at every agency. Some of these 
committees are mere active than others. One or two have been allowed to 
die. But wherever there seemed need, the committees has been kept as 
active as possible. Mostly the function of these committees is simply 
to provide a group responsible for seving that pubdlic intercst is kept up 
in the library at that particular point’ in the library system. It also, 
like the British Navy, stands by in peacctime, ever reacy to go into 
action in case of any trouble developing. These local library committees 
act as a safeguard, and as such are vital to the functioning of the 
Library District. ‘ 

ces "Since the commencement of gasoline rationing and the 
tire shortage, it has been very difficult to gather groups together. 
People, too, haven't the leisure to devote to community affairs: they 
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are too busy running their farms and businesses shorthandedly to 
take much interest in anything but work and the winning of the war. 

"Whenever the war is over, and the restrictions on 
gasoline and tires are lifted, ene of the first things that I expect 
to do as regional librarian is to reawaken interest in all of tho 
local library cormittevs. In matters that arise from time to time, 
I try to keep in touch with comittee members by mail as much as 
possible. However, correspondence is a poor substitute for personal 
contact." 


EMPLOYMENT The Enployment Committee has not, as usod to be the 
COMMITTEE casc, becn flooded with applications for positions in 
British Colwnbia libraries. The chairman has beon in 
touch with two interested persons, and has notified local libraricvs 


about them. 








DOCUMENTS The Documents Committee has prepared the following list 


COMMTTES of documents which would be useful in British Columbia 
libraries: 


"After the war, 1918-1920: iilitary and cconomic demobilization of the 
United States; its‘effect upon cmpleyment and income." U,. S, 
National resources planning board, 1943. 45 pe (Supt. of docwients, 
Washington, D, C. 10¢.) 


"A bluc print for the conquest of hunger,” By Thomas Parran.e Us. Ss 
Public health service. Public health reports, Reprint #2482, 1943, 
Spe (U. S. Federal security agency. 5 ¢) 


British Columbia. Post-war rehabilitation council. Intcrin report ees 
and appendix, H, G T. Porry, chairmaye 1943, 2 vols, (King's 
printer, Victoria. $2) ; 


"Controlling juvenile dclinquency; a community program." U. S, Labor 
department. Children's bureau, Publication 301, 1943. 27 pe 
(Supt. of documents, Washington, D. C. 10 ¢) 


Canada. Dept. of pensions and netional health. Report of the advisory 
committee on health insurance... 1943. J.J. Heagerty, chairman. 
558 p. 8 maps. (King's Printer, Ottawa. $1.50) 


"India; food situation 1943). Speech by the food member of the 
Governor-General’$ Council, and other papers." Groat Britain, 
H, M,. stationery officu. Cmd. 6479, 1943. 3p. 64.) 


"The labour value of the building dollar; some aspects of the results of 
eight years’ administration under the Dominion Housing Acte.." 
by 0. J. Firostonc. Canada. Finance Dept. Housing administration, 
1943. 43 p, 25 ¢. , 
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“Report on social security for Canada," prepared by Dr. L. C. Marsh 
for the Advisory coitaittee on reconstruction. Ottawa, King's 
Printer, 1943, 145 p. 50 ¢. 


"Puget Sound region. War and post-war devolomient." Report of the 
* Puget Sound regional planning commission, U. S. National resources 
planning board, 1943. 160 p. (Supt. of Documents, Washington, 
D.C. 40 ¢) , 
Covers not only industrivs and allicd subjects, but also education, 
recreational facilities, ctc. 


"Raspberry culturo," by GE, W. Clarke. British Columbia, Agriculture 
Dept., Horticultural circular #55, 1943 (Now od.) 20 p. May be 
obtained free from the above agency. 


"Wartime work of the Department of Labour." Issucd as a supplement to 
the Labour Gazette, Nov. 1943. Canada. Labour dept. 1943. 31 p. 
Contains a short history of the Devartinent from 1900 to 1939; 
résumé of work done 1939 to 1942; susgestions for post-war 
dovelopnent. . 
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LEGISLATION Since last reporting, this Comittee was advised by the 
COMI TTHE Honourable th. ilinistur of Mucation of his disapproval 

of a Board for Cortification of Librarians, and his 
proference for enabling lcgislation, similar to that at present in force 
in Ontario, giving authority to the Minister of Education to dotermine 
grades ane classes of certificates, to appoint qualified persons to 
conduct examinations, and to make such other regulations as may be ne- 
Ccssarye 








Following carveful consideration of this now approach at 
a full mecting of the Committes, and after further correspondence and 
nogotiation, it was finally decidvd to ask the Uinister to introduce 
the legislation as recomnacnded by him. This has becn dons and the Bill 
embodying the legislation passed third reading in the Legislature on 
February 2lst. The toxt of the anendmont is as follows: 


"50. The Minister of Education, with the approval of 
the Licutcnant-Governor in Council, shall have power:- 


"(a) To dctermins grades and classes of certificates 
. for librarians and librory assistcnts and thu 
qualifications required for 2ll such grados and 
classes and to make resulations governing the 
granting of all such cortificates: 

"(b) To appoint gqualificd persons to uxarmine the ero- 
dcntials of applicants for curtifications, and 
to conauct such uxcminations as may be decmed 
essential: 

"(c) To fix and prescribe the fuvs to be paid by 
applicants for cuertification; and 

"(a) Generally to make such regulations as may be 
necessary for the ¢carrying-out of the provisions 
of this section.” 
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Attention is drawn to the new cdition of American 
Library Laws, published by the American Library Association at the end 
of January. Unfortunately it differs from the 1950 cdition in that it 
is confined to laws of the United States and its territories. It 
should nevertheless be of considerable value to librarians in this 
province, though to many librarics with small budgets hardly worth 
its list price of $10.00. It is on order for the Provincial Library 
and will be loaned to interested people with a legitimate demand. 





C. K, Morison 
Chairman 





CANADIAN At the Winnipeg mecting held on January 17 and 18, 
LIBRARY 1944, Miss Margaret Gill, the now chairman, presided 
COUNCIL and the following members were present: iiiss Bateson 

(Maritimes), Mr. Calhoun (Alberta), iiss Dafow 
(Manitoba), Mr. Desrosivrs (liontreal), Mr. Robinson (British Columbia), 
and Mr. Sanderson (Ontario). Dr. Loner and iliss Gronicr of Montreal 
were absent. 


Considerable preliminaries were necessary in order to 
establish the Council constitutionally, the now charter having bevn 
received in Decomber. After this was done it was decided to print the 
new constitution and distribute it to all the provincial library 
associations in sufficient quantity to supply one copy for each member. 
Provincial associations will be asked to validate the constitution and 
to ratify their previous nominations of representatives on th. Councils 


PUBLICATIONS: Considerable discussion took place in 
regard to the various publications now in preparation. There was 
general agreoment that the Council could perform a valuable service by 
printing and distributing the various reports which for the most part 
aro still in process. These include :liss Bateson's statement of Rural 
Library Neods in Canada, another on Professional Training and a third 
Closely related thercto which woulé serve is a rehabilitation handbook 
for those interested in library work. 





: It was also decided to begin production of a library 
bulletin as soon as money was mode available. It was decided at first 
this would be sent free to interested librarics and librarians in Canada, 
The first number would probably appear in both tmslish and French and 
later numbers would carry some news and an occasionil article in the 
French languagee Comment and suggestion is invited on the nature of tho 
contents, format, ot. ctc. 


, & directory of librarians and libraries in Canada was to 
be printed in sufficicnt quantity to place one in the hands of every 
library and social agency to which it would scem desirable to send one. 


BRIEF FOR CANADA: Mr. Sanderson reported on the 
progress of the bricf on Library Service in Canada which he had been 






































preparing for the Federal Reconstruction Committee. He explained the 
difficulty he had encountered in atienptin: to complete a uniform state- 
ment from the extremely civerse reports which he kad received f:sem the 
various provinces. He hac, he said, arrived at the conclusion that it 
is impractical to include detailed dascriptions of the presens situation 
in each of the provinces. It was finally decided to aprrove in principle 
Mr. Sanderson's general recomnendaticns which would be sent forwavi after 
approval with the individual provincial reports attached. The need for 
a national library system was to be stressed in the brief. 






SUBSCRIPTIONS & BINDING iiATERIAL: An appeal was made to the 
Council to seek the aid of the American Library Association in preventing 
further disruption of subscriptions to American journals in Canadian 
libraries. Some libraries had also experienced difficulty in securing 
binding supplies. It was decided to write the Wartime Prices and Trade 
Board asking that public and university libraries be granted a priority 
in binding materials. 





EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: The question of an executive secretary 
took a considerable amount of time of the Council. It was finally decided 
that the chairman be empowered, subject to the approval of the Council, to 
employ a secretary at a salary sufficj: snt to attract a person competent 
to carry out the executive and organizational duties involved, It was 
agreed that once a suitable secretary was obtained, a central information 
and inquiry bureau should be set. up. One of the further tasks of the 
secretary would be to compile information relating to salaries paid to 
librarians in Canada. 





BUDGET: ‘The budget for the balance of the year (7 months) 
was approved as follows: 








Publications 1,000.00 


Travelling 1; 000.00 
Secretary 1,000. 00 
Stationery, etc. — "500. 00 
Contingency _ 500,00 













Total » 4,000.00 
MICROFILLING & FIELD VISITOR: No further progress was reported 

with the microfilming project due to inability to secure a suitable camera. 

The question 6f the ficld visitor was given considerable thought and dis- 

cussion. The suggestions for library visitation made by B.C.L.A. last 

year were accepted with minor change. lr. Robinson was appointed a committec 

of one to make plans for the disposal of this fund, «760.00 of which had 

beon spent to date. 





CHATRIIAN: liss Gill was unanimously elected chairman for 
1944-1945, Sho will also hold the offices of secretary and treasurer. 







A banquet was given to the Council by the Manitoba Library 
Association. At this Mr. Sanderson and lr. Calhoun spoke on the ee 
of libraries fn Canada, Hr. Sanderson outlined a national library schon 
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which would include a large central library as headquarters fer distri- 
bution of books to any part of Canada. 


Mr. Calhoun stressed some of the changes in society which 
would effect libraries, pointing out that while in the past litraries 
had attempted to maintaiz an even ralance in their book collectins es- 
pecially on controversial subjects, they must in future decite which 
course they are going to foliew and support that course with all. their 
ability. In other words we must fignt for our very existence especially 
if a Fascist form of society comes into being in this country. 


En route home lir. Robinson stopped to address the Saskatchewan 
Library Association, Saskateon Branch, in Saskatoon. This is a ms% 
active group and they were keenly interested in hearing of the work of 
the Library Commission in British Columbia. They are attempting to 
establish a somewhat similar library organization in Saskatchewan. 





LIBRARY SER- In late November Major Angus Mowat was in Vancouver making 
VICE TO THE a survey ef recreational reading for the armed forces. fe 
FORCES is attached to the Department of National War Services ani 

in this capacity tried to see every type of library service 
that was being given to the man in uniform. 








His report has since been made to his superior officers 

- and is receiving consideration. It is to be hoped that this report will 
be published verbatim in liajor Mowat's highly colaurful language. It is 
an outstanding document, frank, penetrating and constructive. Reading it 
after nearly five years of war gives one a feeling of frustration and 
abject failure in so far as the provisions of library service to the troops 
is concerned. lIlajor Mowat is to be commended for the fine piece of work 
which no other person in the Dominion of Canada could have done so well 
and with such authority. 


Victoria librarians are chuckling over a recent advertise- 
ment of the local Salvage Corps, appealing for books. They ask for all 
Spare books‘ and’ magazines: exciting boeks they will pass on to the boys 
in service, dull enes they will put into paper salvage. Unfortunately 
they have chosen to illustrate their point by showing one sailor happily 
reading Zane Grey ("Good for ships and barracks"), while another gloomily 
clutches Beswell's Life of Johnson ("Good for salvage"). 


All this has roused a reader, formerly president of a 
Canadian uhiversity, and a most appreciative patron of libraries in 
Vancouver and Victoria, to protest to the Victoria Times. He regrets 
that the King and Queen, who sent 112 sets of Boswell to prisoners of 
war, had "lacked the advantage of the direction that the local Salvage 
Corps might have given them." He continues: "By all means send to the 
Salvage Corps exciting books, anything likely to amuse or to distract men 
in harassing service. But it is well to remember that men are manifold, 
and different types seek different ways of escape. Some wish to be 
amused, some to be left alone." 7 
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NAVAL LIBRARY Wren Margaret Creelman, formerly of the Vancouver 

SERVICE Public Library, has given us the following item on 
the work which several of our former members are now 
doing. 


Although official naval libraries have been in exis-— 
tence for less than a year, sailors have been receiving books since the 
beginning of the war. Officers' wives have organized excellent libraries 
on both Hast and West coasts. However, in order to standardize the dis- 
tribution of reading material to naval personnel on ship and shore, the 
Naval Library Order was passed in the fall of 1943. This order authorized 
the establishment of libraries for the purpose of providing recreational 
reading and collateral reading for technical courses of study. 


At present there are nine libraries. Four of the 
librarians are from the Vancouver Public Library and one from the Provincial 
Library in Victoria. The librarians enter the service as probationary 
wrens, take their basic training in Galt, attend a conference with the 
Naval Library Committee in Ottawa, when possible spend some time with the 
Naval Library Service in Halifax to acquire that "salty" atmosphere and 
see how the ships are serviced, and thence to organize a new library. 

If in charge of a library they may work up to the rank of Sub/Lieutenant 
with a staff of Petty Officers and Leading Wrens. 


Like many Canadian institutions, Naval Libraries 
struggle with unsuitable quarters and lack of funds. A good deal of 
ingenuity is often necessary to convert the available room = which may 
be an office, a small cottage or a hotel lobby - into a library. At 
present no defense money is used for books and the generosity of the 
I.0.D.~,, the Canadian Legion, the Navy League anc other organizations 
cannot be praised highly enough. Kiwanis Clubs across Canada send sub- 
scriptions to home-town newspapers and many libraries keep games, playing 
cards and ash trays which are in constant demand by ships. Servicing the 
ships is one of the most interesting tasks connected with naval libraries, 
Wrens soon become adept at scrambling aboard a variety of ships, especially 
when several are lying together and the fifth ship out is the one that 
requires its books changed. 


FRASER VALLEY In December the Municipality of Langley voted again 
UNION LIBRARY on whether to rejoin the Fraser Valley Union Library. 
The referendum was defvated by only four votus, the 
totals being 655 for and 658 against the library. This result is most 
regrettable, but it is gratifying to see that the library received much 
stronger support than it did in 1940. The 1940 vote was 395 in favor of 


and 569 against the library. 





The library has opened one new deposit station during the 
Past year. Stave Falls, an isolated settlement, asked for a collection of 
books in its community hall. The deposit was opened in June with 350 
volumes. In order to save the book van, Stave Falls is boing served 
indirectly through the Mission branch. From time to time the book van 
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goes all the way up to Stave Falls to change the whole collection. 


The now Elementary Flying Training Station has 
made a great difference to Abbotsford, where library headquarters 
is situated. With so many new familios moving into the district, 
Abbotsford branch registration has shown a marked increase in recent 
months. In November the Board of Management of the library acceded to 
a request for a collection of books ot EFTS for airmen. A deposit of 
200 volumes has been sent to the airport. EFTS provides tho transporta- 
tion, and the YMCA supervisor on the station looks arter the books. 


The Department of Education has recently agreed to 
increase its grant to the Fraser Valley Union Library for service to 
schools. At present the library puts books in 60 schools in the valley, 
and the Department pays half the estimated cost of the service, 


Because of the need for conservation in the use of 
the book van, tho library decided last year to add no more schools for 
the duration of the war. The Department of Education agreed to this 
Gucision. Instead, the library is concentrating on improving the service 
to the 60 schools now sorved, A questionnaire has been sent out to 
discovor what library resources of their own the schools have, what 
types of books they nost need fron the library, and what special 
probloms, such as forcign=-language groups, cxist. Tvachors'’ replies 
are proving helpful. The greatest domand is for still more primary 
material, although the proportion of primary books has already been 
increased considerably in the last year. More than two thirds of the 
schools sérved do not havo children above grade VI. 





PRINCE GEORGE A live atmosphere pervaded the annual mecvting of 
the Prince George Public Library Association held 
recently, Statistics showed continucd increase over a period of years 
with the cxception of 1943, The decrease last year could be cxplained 
by the time-consuming activitics connected with tho now military camp 
and with other war cnterprises. 





At the closc of the businuss meveting a round table 
discussion took place; three contributors questioned: “Is there any- 
thing wrong with our library?" The audicnce was aroused to a lively 
discussion brought to a close only because of the late hour. 


The first approach centred on planning for post-war 
living; the svcond on current problems and th. last on the needs of 
youth. General trends showed a growing need for greater financial 
assistance with increased trained help. Rural areas and small centres 
form the largest part of our Province and are deserving of the greater 
attcntion promised to them in general and specific post-war planning. 
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PROVINCIAL At the time of going to press, the Bulletin is 

LIBRARY advised that the Provincial Library is too busy 
with the third session of the Twentieth Parliament 

of British Columbia to think up much news. 





Mention might be made of two recent accessions. A 
photographic replica of the Book of Remembrance in the Parliament 
Buildings at Ottawa was presented to the Honourable the Premier of 
British Columbia, and deposited by him in the Provincial Library. This 
contains the Roll of the Dead, Great War 1914-18, arranged alphabeti- 
cally under each year of the war. A separate roll lists the names of 
Canadians who served with other British Bnpire Forces. | 






Of interest in the present conflict is receipt, 
through similar channels, from the Polish liinister at Ottawa, of a 
replica of an early Oxford atlas showing the boundaries of Poland in 
the year 1680. “Ambition is an honourable thing." The 1680 boundaries 


are more generous to the people who fled Poland than is the "Curzon 
Line." . 


The Library is rather proud of its present display 
of small but magnificent colored prints of clipper ships, and of 
"Fighting Ships: l0th-l12th Centuries.” An Elizabethen galleon appears 
between a Viking dragon ship and e view of the lst Canadian armada 
that set sail for @nglcnd in 1914. The "Thermopyle" spreads her canvas 
amongst a galaxy of her contemporaries, predecessors and successors. 


























PUBLIC LIBRARY The upward trend in book circulation from the Open 

ComuirSSION Shelf Division continues, but it should not be 
thought that this indicates any reversal of the 

common downward trend of the quantity of wartime reading by individual 

borrowerse It was in fact for the latter reason that the Commission 

felt in a position again to publicize its services in outlying communities. 

The quick response that met only a limited proportion of the advertising 

that could easily be done, is a good indication. of the expansion that can 

and will take place when still further inereases are made in appropriations 

necessary to increase library resources, The Open Shelf Division sent 

out 38,542 books from Victoria in 1943, which is 7,848 higher than in 

1942 and 1,388 higher than in 1940, the record year up to that time. 





Increased appropristions for the current fiscal year 
made it possible also, both to increase the number and to improve the 
quality of travelling libraries supplied to one-room schools. Victoria 
sent out 188 school libraries in 1943 as compared with 153 in the previous 
yeare : 













Good reports are received or library improvement in 
the Women's Gaol at Oakalla, and of the interest of readers, which is not 
confined to the lighter type of reading. iuch interest in the service 

has been shown by the Attorney-General and the Superintendent of Gaols, 

as well as by librarians and others who have long recognized the need and 
the usefulness of this service. There appears to be good hope of being 
able to undertake the renovation of the men's library in the same insti- 
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tution - a much bigger project and one that is in even greater need 
of being undertaken. The Public Library Commission is still working 
on its survey of library service in all the provincial institutions, 


There has been a recent flurry in plebiscites. Two 
small rural school districts in the Okanagan Union Library District 
petitioned for plebiscites last fall but thought better of it. Langley 
Municipality made a good showing on a referendum spontaneously demanded 
by its taxpayers. The count showed an almost even break and noxt time 
the library should go over the top. Some interest was shown a little 
while ago in the question of bringing a now rural school district into 
Vancouver Island Union Library. That intorest seems to have waned, and 
a petition has been received from another district on the question of 
withdrawal. Strange and sad is the mentality of the ignorant, niggardly, 
and shortsighted citizen who at this stage of our struggle to measure 
up to our social, cultural and national needs, grudges a few pennies 
a month for the provision of a service that is necossary to his enlighten- 
ment as to what is going on in the world about him. 


Amongst problems in which the Commission have been 
able recently to help the union libraries was that of obtaining permission 
to operate book-vans beyond the wartime restricted zone of 35 miles from 
base of operations. Important amendments of the Public Libraries Act 
have also been prepared and presented to the proper authoritics in 
Victoria. These have to do with taxation in union library districts 
and plebiscites for joining a library district that is already constiuted, 
An important feature of the Comaission's activities is periodic visi- 
tation of the union libraries and consultation with the regional 
librarians and thcoir library boards. The Commission made "book grants" 
to the union libraries during the current fiscal year amounting to 
¥4,600,00. : 


Public library service was started by Creston Valley 
Junior=-Senior High School Board in January, and an S.0.S. has since been 
sent out for more fiction to meet the demand. about 200 new books of 
fiction and nonfiction have been supplied by the Commission. The Board 
hopes for a grant of $200 from the village council about the middle of 
the year. In the meantime the comunity is learning library finance the 
hard way. 


Public library service in Wartime Housing scttloments 
has met with varied success. Th. Public Library Association at Esquimalt 
has raised enough money to adopt the Commission's recommendation to 
contract with Victoria Public Library for full library privileges. In 
addition, the residents of Esquimalt Wartime Housing have a deposit 
library from Victoria Public Library in their own comunity centre. It 
has: not proved possible to date to organize local public library scrvice 
at Kings Lynn, North Vancouver, but the question has not beon entirely 
dropped. In the meantime good use is being made of the Open Shelf 
Division. Through liberal use of telegraph and long distance telephone, 
for example, a book on boat-building was rushed from a reader on one of 
the islands to the North Van Shipyards. 


At the time of its annual meeting in Victoria in 
January, the Commission presented to the Honovrable the Minister of 
Education its recommendation that serious consideration be given to the 
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question of the Provincial Government assuming fim#ncial responsibility 
for public library service throughout the Province, especially if tho 
full financial responsibility for public school cducition is so assumed, 
If the latter policy is established = and strong clements in the Provinco 
are working in that direction = and if the establishment end financial 
structure of public library organizations are left to the whim of indivi- 
dual communities, it will be a very sorry outlook for library progress 
and the educational advancement that gous alons with it. 


The important guostion was also taken up of a new 
building for the Prince George Depot. Present accommodation there is 
entirely inadequate. How it is possible to function at rush periods 
of the year it is hard to imagine. Services administered from the Depot 
have much increasod in recent years, and, in view of prospective post-war 
development of this part of the Province, provision of adequate quarters 
is an early and urgont requirement. 





UNIVERSITY OF The library is now cataloguing the magnificent 
BRITISH COLUMBIA historical collection bequcathed to it by Judge 

F. We Howay of Now Westminster. Hudge Howay himself 
onee romarked that although his library was tho result of fifty ycars of 
collecting, it was nevertheless not a collector's library. Rather is it 
a student's library, that has been slowly and patiently gathered as 
interest widened and study became more intensive. It is thus highly 
personal, in the sense that it contains relatively little that docs not 
relate to Judge Howay's own spyveial ficlds of interest and research. 
Few of the books were acquired merely for the sake of possession; they 
were tools to be used, and the notes scattered through the pages of 
almost every volume show the close scrutiny to which every line of most 
of them was subjected. 








The collection consists of well over 2,000 bound 
volumes and about a thousand pamphlets. ‘he bulk of them relate to 
western Canada and the northwest const of smerica. In addition to the 
Standard voyages and trovels, Judge Howay mide a point of collecting the 
supplementary material that frequently adds so such to the official 
publications. Thus the portion of tthe library relating to Captain Cook 
includes the accounts of the thireé voyage printed by 2llis, Rickman, 
Ledyard and Zimmerman, transcripts or photostats of several unpublished 
journals, and an array of lesser items, The Vancouver collection is rich 
in comparable material. The library includes practically everything 
in print relating to the maritime fur trade, and in addition contains 
a long series of logs and journals in transcript or photostat. In one 
Small particular Judge Howay may be said to have yielded to the collector's 
instincts. He wis greatly interested in John Jewitt's celebrated cap- 
tivity at Nootka Sound, and through the years he built up the largest 
collection of Jewitt on the American continent. He possessed all the 
rare editions of the Narrative, and the University should be able to 
fill in the minor gaps remaining in the sories as occasion offers. 


The library includes a fine run of Inperial blue 
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books, a wealth of material on the history of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, a large collection of speeches and pamphlets on the Oregon 
boundary question, a remarkable collection of books of travel touching 
upon British Columbia, and some very valuable newspaper files. Of the 
latter the outstanding item is perhaps the only extant complete file 

of the New Westuinster British Columbian for the years 1861-69. This 
was originally the property of the founder and first editor of the paper, 
the Hon. John Robson. 





PERSONALS 


JOAN BRAMLZY, Base Librarian of the Ship Depot in Halifax, is in Ottawa 
taking an Officers’ Training Course, 


MARGARET CREELMAN is now stationed at H,M.C.S,. Givinchy, Esquimalt. 


MRS. HEYWORTH has joined the Reference Department of the Vancouver 
Public Library, in charge of binding. 


MISS JESSIE HOTSON is on leave, due to ill health, from the Order 
Department of the Vancouver Public Library. - During her absence 
MISS LOUISE BRIDGES is in charge. 


MISS CONNIE IOCKETT has joined the Reference Department of the Vancouver 
Public Library, as assistant in the Reading Room, 


ISABEL McCANNEL, stationed at H,M,C.S. Stadacona, Halifax, is in charge 
of the new Torpedo School Library. 


It was learned with regret in January that BILL McCAGHEY, a 
former member of the Public Library Commission staff, was reported 
missing after an R.C.i.F. attack over Germany. 


MISS RUTH MORE has joined the Boys' and Girls' Department of the 
Vancouver Public Library, 


MISS RUTH MORRISON has joined the Science and Industry Division of 
the Vancouver Public Library. 


ARABEL PEIRSON, W.R.C.N.S., is base librarian at St. Hyacinthe, Quebec. 


MARY RENDALL has transferred from Kitsilano Branch to the Art Division 
of the Vancouver Public Library. 


ISABEL STIRLING, WeRC.NS., is at the Ship Depot, Halifax. 


MRS. GORDON TZLFORD has joined the Reference Department of the Vancouver 
Public Library, in charge of periodicals. 


DOREEN WOODFORD, U.B.C. Library, has joined the W.R.C.N.S. as a libra- 
rian. She left on February 25th for training at Galt. 





Editor: Eleanor Mercer, University of B.C. Library, Vancouver, B.C. 





1944 The Bs C, Le Ae executive, at a meeting on 
CONFERENCE March 2lst, decided to hold the 1944 conference 

at Vancouver. The date was set for Thursday, 
June 8th, in order to avoid week-end travel. Further details about 
the meeting will be given in the next issue of the Bulletin. 








COMMITTEE The official reports of the standing and special 

REPORTS comiittees of the British Columbia Library Asso- 
ciation will be published in the next issue of 

the Bulletin. Convenors should send these reports (please be 

concise!) by May lst to the Secretary: Miss Mabel M, Lanning, 

U. B, C, Library, Vancouver, B.C. 





NOMINATIONS The Nominating Committee wishes to draw attention 
to the following items from the Constitution of 
the British Columbia library Association: 





"Article VII, Section 1. The Nominating Comittee 
Shall be elected at the Annual Meeting of the year preceding. This 
Committee shall call for nominations at least two months before the 
Annual Meeting and shall submit at least two names for each office 
to be filled. At least one of these nominees shall hold a non-admini- 
strative library position, which term shall mean a person not holding 
the position of librarian, assistant librarian, head of a department 
or head of a division. Vote shall be by secret ballotij Further 
nominations may be accepted from the floor. The President shall not 
be eligible to succeed himself or herself, 


"Section 4, The Nominatine Committee shall 
nominate candidates for the non-officer board member of the P.N.L.A. 
in accordance with its provisions..." 


The Nominating Committee hereby calls for 
nominations for the 1944-1945 officers. ‘B:cause at lesst 
two nominees are required for each office, The Committee 
requests that each library staff submit several names. These 
Should be sent as soon &s possible to the Chairman, Miss 
Anne Smith, U.B.C. Library, Vancouver. The offices to be 
filled this year are: Vice-President, Secretary,-ert— 


Pe ey ee ee ee ee 











